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Accessible EPUB production starts with clear document structure. A screen reader can use proper headings and landmarks to present an organized reading experience.
Why headings matter
Use h1 for the chapter title and h2 for its subsections. Do not use a styled paragraph instead of a heading.
Inline emphasis
Use emphasis for stressed words and strong importance where meaning requires it. Styling alone does not always convey intent.
Chapter 2: Images and Alternative Text
Illustrations need meaningful alternative text that communicates what a reader would otherwise miss.
[image: Three connected stages flow from Source: Manuscript, to Structure: Semantic XHTML, to Validation: Check and review.]Figure 2.1. An example accessible publishing workflow.Decorative or informative?
Informative images require accurate descriptions. Decorative images can use empty alternative text if they add no information.
Chapter 3: Lists, Links and Navigation
Lists and working hyperlinks make content easier to navigate. Each list is encoded as a real ordered or unordered list.
Production checklist
	Import and review the manuscript.
	Apply semantic XHTML markup.
	Review internal navigation.
	Run EPUBCheck and accessibility tests.

Cross-chapter link
Read the final-review guidance for the final handoff.
Chapter 4: Quality-Control Workflow
Final review
Run automated checks and conduct manual inspection in more than one reading system. Confirm the table of contents, reading order, link targets, image descriptions, headings and typography.
Sample limitations
This is a demonstration title, not an independently certified accessibility-conformant client publication.
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